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CMA Board Gives Green Light on Construction 


Board Approves Guaranteed Maximum Price of $159.5 for First Milestone of Project Groundbreaking Set for 
Oct. 1 


CLEVELAND (Sept. 13, 2005) — The Cleveland Museum of Art’s (CMA) Board of Trustees yesterday voted 
to approve a construction contract with a guaranteed maximum price (GMP) resulting in a budget of $159.5 
million on the first milestone of its renovation and expansion project. Groundbreaking is set to take place 
October 1 at the Museum. 


The Board voted on March 7 to accept the $258 million design package presented by architect Rafael Vifioly 
with the condition that cost approval would take place at each project milestone, with the first capped at $160 
million. Bidding for the first milestone commenced on June 22, resulting in today’s $159.5 million guarantee. 


Still in the advance phase of its fundraising campaign, the Museum has to date received $127.3 million in gifts 
and pledges from 100 donors. According to Board President Jim Bartlett, "this is a huge vote of confidence 
from our supporters that we can complete this project within the project budget approved by the Board on 
March 7." 


"The Cleveland Museum of Art is home to one of world’s leading comprehensive art collections," added Board 
Chairman Michael J. Horvitz, "Our priority and key focus in this first phase of the construction is the art and 
providing a visitor experience on par with the other great museums of the world. An enhanced Cleveland 
Museum of Art will provide the community with a 21st-century museum, one that both safeguards our 
Collection and allows it to be seen in the best possible environment." 


Public Can Stay Connected to "CMA@" 


Although renovation and expansion will be continuous during the course of the five-year project, the Cleveland 
Museum of Art will continue to provide world-class arts and art education experiences on- and off-site 
throughout construction. Beginning this fall, the exhibition The Arts and Crafts Movement in Europe and 
America, 1880-1920: Design for the Modern World, opens Oct. 16 and will be on view at the Museum through 
January 8, 2006. The Museum’s retail and café services will be available to visitors during the show. In 
addition, "Cool Fridays", the Museum’s autumn follow-up to its Summer Evenings (free music) in the 
Courtyard, has begun and continues through Oct. 14. 


CMA also will engage the community in innovative ways during its renovation. Although the Museum remains 
open through Jan. 8, 2006, the public also can enjoy a CMA arts experience in the community wherever they 
see a CMA@é sign. These locations will offer diverse programming ranging from world music and dance, part 
of CMA’s Viva Gala Around Town series, to family fun workshops at local libraries. For a complete list of 
Museum and off-site programs and events, visit www.CMA.org or call 1-877-CMA-IS4U. 


The only period during which the Museum will be completely closed to the public is January — June, 2006. 
Offsite activities will continue during this period and by the fall of 2006, the Breuer building, including Gartner 
Auditorium, will return to full use. In addition, the Museum will open two long-awaited exhibitions in the East 
Blvd. facility. Barcelona & Modernity: Picasso, Gaudi, Dali will be on view 

Oct. 15, 2006, through January, 7, 2007. Following Barcelona, the Museum will open Monet & Normandy 
(Feb. 18-May 20, 2007). 


About CMA 


The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive Museums. Its permanent collection 
is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant international 
forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its holdings, 
programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. # # # 
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